
Seashells

Think
• What types of shells are here?

• Who or what would have 
lived in them?

• Where are they?

• What are shells made of?

Solve
Derek has a fantastic collection of 
seashells. He gives ¼ of his collection 
to his best friend, Jed, another ¼ to his 
brother, Tom and has 160 left for himself. 
How many did he have to begin with?

Discover
Fact: There are more than 50 000 
types of known mollusc shell. Some 
have hinges and open like a clam shell, 
some are spiral and have a single entry 
and exit point. Shells protect their 
inhabitants from predators, strong 
currents and storms.

Question: What else can you find out 
about shells? What are they made of? 
How old is the oldest shell found? What 
is the biggest or smallest shell found? 
What have they been used for by humans 
through history? Present the facts you 
collect on a creative poster.

Discuss
Is it right to collect seashells 
from the beach? Is it harmful to the 
environment to collect too many shells? 
Some sea creatures, such as the hermit 
crab, use the shells of other animals as 
homes or camouflage. Seashells are part 
of the fragile seaside ecosystem. Is it 
right to destroy that for some trinkets 
for a bathroom? Should the collection of 
shells be monitored? If so, how?

Respond
Imagine you have found an 
unusual shell on the beach. You’ve 
never seen anything like it before, there is 
something very different about it. What 
strange powers does the shell possess?

Reimagine
If you can get hold of some real 
shells, sketch them in detail or do 
some rubbings with them as you would 
with tree bark. If you have photographs, 
draw them in as much detail as you can.
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Seashells Answers
How many did he have to begin with?

If Derek gave ¼ to Jed and ¼ to Tom he gave away ½ of his collection.

If he has 160 left, he must have started with 320 seashells (2×160 = 320).


