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Drones Could Be 
Used to Help the 
Coastguard

The coastguard could be getting a bit of extra 
support in the future. They’re testing to see if 
drones could help in rescue missions!

The sea can sometimes be quite a dangerous 
place, especially in stormy weather. The 
coastguard work to keep people safe at sea and 
on the coast. 

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) 
is the part of the government which runs the 
coastguard. According to their website, they 
helped in over 24,000 incidents last year.

Now, they want to find out if they could be 
supported by flying drones! 

The drones could be used to visit sites before 
the rescue teams get there. This could help 
the coastguard see what is happening and 
safely respond. 

The drones could also help by doing regular 
flights. They will look for boats or people in 
difficult situations.

As they are unmanned, they will be able to 
do this even when the weather might be too 
dangerous for helicopters. 

Drones might even help protect the 
environment! The government thinks that drones 
could spot pollution in the ocean. 

“Drone technology has enormous potential,” 
Maritime Minister Nusrat Ghani said.   

First, the technology needs to be tested. The 
MCA will be holding demonstrations in the next 
few months. 

They’ll be working with Elbit Systems, a 
technology company. They’ll also be working 
with the Civil Aviation Authority. This is a group 
that makes sure aircraft are safe. 

Other parts of the world already use drones 
to help save lives. In 2018, Australian lifeguards 
used drones to spot people caught in rough seas. 

However, there have been concerns about 
drone safety. Drone owners now need to pass 
a test to show that they can fly it legally 
and safely. 

Illustration: A drone searching the coast. 

Glossary

Maritime Related to the sea.

unmanned Not having or needing 
people to control it. 

pollution Something in the 
environment which is 
harmful or poisonous. 

demonstrations A practical test or to show 
how something could work. 
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What are drones?

• Drones are unmanned, aerial vehicles. They can fly 
great distances and heights. 

• Most are controlled remotely but some use computer 
technology to fly themselves. 
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Questions
1. Find two potential ways the Maritime and Coastguard Agency might use drones.

1.  

2.  

2. ‘Drone owners now need to pass a test to show that they can fly it legally and safely.’ 
Tick the word which is closest in meaning to ‘legally’ in this sentence.  

   carefully
   correctly
   lawfully
   speedily

3. Which group checks to make sure aircraft are safe? 

   The Maritime and Coastguard Agency
   The Maritime Minister
   Elbit Systems
   The Civil Aviation Authority

4. Put a tick in the box to show whether each statement is a fact or an opinion. 
Fact Opinion

The MCA helped in over 24,000 incidents last year. 

Drone technology has enormous potential.

The MCA will be working with Elbit Systems.

Drone technology is not safe enough yet. 

5. Do you think the demonstrations will be successful? Use the text to explain your answer.  
 

 

 

6. Summarise this news story in 20 words or fewer.  
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Answers
1. Find two potential ways the Maritime and Coastguard Agency might use drones. 

Accept any two from: they could visit sites before the rescue team gets there, they could 
look for boats or people in difficult situations or they could spot pollution.

2. ‘Drone owners now need to pass a test to show that they can fly it legally and safely.’ 
Tick the word which is closest in meaning to ‘legally’ in this sentence.  

   carefully
   correctly
   lawfully
   speedily

3. Which group checks to make sure aircraft are safe? 

   The Maritime and Coastguard Agency
   The Maritime Minister
   Elbit Systems
   The Civil Aviation Authority

4. Put a tick in the box to show whether each statement is a fact or an opinion. 
Fact Opinion

The MCA helped in over 24,000 incidents last year. 

Drone technology has enormous potential.

The MCA will be working with Elbit Systems.

Drone technology is not safe enough yet. 

5. Do you think the demonstrations will be successful? Use the text to explain your answer.  
Accept any reasonable answer, e.g. I think the demonstrations will be successful 
because Australian lifeguards have used drones to spot people in rough seas.

6. Summarise this news story in 20 words or fewer.  
Accept any reasonable summary which is 20 words or fewer, e.g. Drones could be used 
to help the coastguard save people. They could also spot pollution in the ocean. 
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