
Shell Art – Georgia O’Keefe 
 

 
 

“Each shell was a beautiful world in itself. . . . I have always enjoyed painting 

them — and even now, living in the desert, the sea comes back to me when I 

hold one to my ear.” Georgia O’Keeffe 

 

Nature Study 
One of O’Keeffe’s favorite activities was to pick up seashells as she walked along the 

beach. She displayed her collection at her home in New Mexico, and she often drew 

her favorite shells. By surrounding herself with objects from nature, she could 

carefully observe shapes, patterns, colours and other essential details. O’Keeffe 

believed that “to see takes time like to have a friend takes time.” It takes a lot of 

careful looking to get to know something well. 
 
Why not have a go at making a series of drawings inspired by nature: 
 

You will need: 

 A pad of paper 

 A pencil, colored pencils, crayons, colored chalk, pastels, markers, and /or 

watercolors 
 

First, select something from nature to study — a flower, leaf, shell, or stone. Place it 

on a table and sit nearby with your paper and drawing materials. 



Examine the object carefully. Study its colours, shapes, patterns, and designs. 

Ask yourself: What makes the object unique?  

Explore this object in a series of drawings on separate sheets of paper. Try to fill the 

entire sheet of paper each time as you draw. 
 

Experiment with colour: 
 

• Use only a pencil to draw the object. 

• Draw it again with colours that are as close to the natural object as possible. 

• Next, draw it using only two colours. 

• Now, draw the object with as many colours as you like. Use your imagination! 

 
Explore design: 

 

• Draw the entire object. 

• Then, draw a different view. Turn the object around to show another side. 

• Select just one detail and draw it as if you were looking through a magnifying glass. 

Enlarge it to the edges of your page. 

• Imagine how the object would look to an insect. Make a drawing showing a “bug’s-eye” 

view of your object. 

• Draw the object in an imaginary landscape. Include sky, water, land, animals, and /or 

buildings in your picture. 
 

                    

 


