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The Australian government says that the 
future for the Great Barrier Reef is ‘very 
poor’. A report says that climate change is 
damaging it.

The Great Barrier Reef is a remarkable 
natural habitat. The United Nations (UN) 
says it’s home to 400 types of coral, 1500 
species of fish and endangered creatures, 
such as the dugong and the large green 
turtle. It can even be seen from space!

Coral reefs are made up of hundreds or 
thousands of tiny individual corals. They 
may look like plants but they are, in fact, 
animals that are permanently fixed in 
one place. 

They’re really important for marine 
animals as reefs provide them with food 
and shelter. 

The report on the reef says that climate 
change is the biggest cause of the damage.  
Climate change is the rising temperature and 
the changing weather on Earth. 

According to NASA, lots of studies have 
shown that most scientists believe it is 

caused by ‘human activities’, such as 
releasing greenhouse gases. The Australian 
government has said that warmer waters 
in 2016 and 2017 led to the coral 
becoming bleached.

 The US National Ocean Service says that 
when water is too warm for them, corals 
“expel” the algae living inside them. This is 
bad news for the animals that feed on algae. 

Last year, the Australian government 
promised £276 million to protect the reef. 

Report Says Future of Reef Is ‘Very Poor’

What is happening to the Great 
Barrier Reef?

• A report says climate change is 
damaging the Great Barrier Reef.

• The Great Barrier Reef is in Australia 
and is the largest collection of coral 
reefs in the world.

Photo: The Great Barrier Reef is in eastern Australia.
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Glossary

marine To do with the sea.

greenhouse gases Gases that cause 
the Earth to 
become warmer. 

bleached To be made whiter or 
lighter in colour. 

expel When an animal 
forces something out 
of its body. 
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Questions
1. In which country is the Great Barrier Reef found? Tick one. 

   Australia 
   New Zealand 
   Papua New Guinea  
   USA

2. Find and copy a phrase which shows the author thinks the Great Barrier Reef is an 
interesting place. 

 

3. Why is bleaching bad news for animals in the Great Barrier Reef? Explain your answer.  
 

 

 

4. How do you think scientists will react to this news? Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

5. ‘Coral reefs are made up of hundreds or thousands of tiny individual corals.’  
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘individual’. 

   single 
   pair 
   group  
   team

6. Write a summary of this news story in 15 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. In which country is the Great Barrier Reef found? Tick one. 

   Australia 
   New Zealand 
   Papua New Guinea  
   USA

2. Find and copy a phrase which shows the author thinks the Great Barrier Reef is an 
interesting place. 
The Great Barrier Reef is a remarkable natural habitat.

3. Why is bleaching bad news for animals in the Great Barrier Reef? Explain your answer.  
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to the story, e.g. It is bad news for animals in 
the Great Barrier Reef because they feed on the algae inside the reef.

4. How do you think scientists will react to this news? Explain your answer. 
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to the story, e.g. I think they will be worried 
because the Great Barrier Reef is being damaged.

5. ‘Coral reefs are made up of hundreds or thousands of tiny individual corals.’  
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘individual’. 

   single 
   pair 
   group  
   team

6. Write a summary of this news story in 15 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary that is 15 words or fewer, e.g. A report says the future 
of the Great Barrier Reef is very poor.  
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