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  The history of Colombia can be split into two distinct sections: Before and after 
1525 – the point at which the Spanish explorers inhabited the area. Its recent past 

has been turbulent, including civil wars and state battles with drug cartels. 

Population 

 -The population of Colombia is around 51 million people. 
Most people live towards the coastal areas, with relatively 
few people living in inland areas. Across the country, there 

are 41 people per km², the 2nd most densely populated 
country in South America.  

 

Settlements 

 -The capital city (and by far the most populous city) in 
Colombia is Bogota. Around 8.2 million people live here, 

one of the largest South American cities. Other large 
settlements include Cali, Medellin and Barranquilla. Many 

cities were founded by the Spanish settlers. 

Economic 
Activity 

 -The Colombian peso is the national currency of Colombia. 
The economy of Colombia is one of the largest in Latin 
America. Colombia has huge inequalities between the 

very rich and very poor (who still live in poverty). 

Resources/ 
Trade  

   
 

-Colombia is rich in natural resources such as petroleum, 
coal, copper, gold and natural gas. Colombia is also one of 

the world’s top exporters of coffee. Its biggest trading 
partner is the United States. 
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Colombia Timeline 

2016 CE          
Colombian 

peace deal is 
signed. 

1536 CE                     
The Spanish establish 
the city that would 

become Bogota. 

 

1525 CE               
The Spanish begin 
their conquest of 

Colombia. 

 

BCE                  
Colombia was 

already occupied 
by many tribes. 

-Colombia is a country largely in South America 
(although it has some territories within North 
America). 

-Colombia shares a border with Panama, 
Ecuador, Venezuela, Peru and Brazil. It also has 
coastlines on the Caribbean Sea & Pacific Ocean. 

-Several Caribbean Islands are also Colombian 
territory: San Andrea & Providencia the largest. 

-Colombia covers an area of 1.14 million km² - the 
4th largest South American country by area. 

-About 51 million people live in Colombia – the 
2nd most populous South American country. 

1980s CE            
Colombian drug 
cartels become 
ultra powerful. 

1948 CE                 
Second Civil War kills 

around 300,000 
people. 

1899 CE               
Colombian Civil War 

takes place. 

1993 CE             
Pablo Escobar, 
drug kingpin, is 

shot dead. 

1819 CE                      
Simon Bolivar defeats 

the Spanish. Republic of 
Gran Colombia formed 

1830 CE                            
Gran Colombia dissolved, 
creating current northern-
South American countries. 

1718 CE                          
Bogota becomes capital 
of the northern region of 

South America. 

-Colombia occupies the north-western tip of 
South America, slightly extending into North 
America. 

-Colombia is the second most biodiverse 
country in the world (after Brazil) and one of 
the 17 megadiverse countries. 

-Colombia houses the largest protected section 
of tropical rainforest in the world - Serrania del 
Chiribiquete. 

-The longest river entirely in Colombia is the 
Magdalena River (1,528km). However, the 
Amazon (one of the two longest rivers in the 
world) also partially runs through Colombia. 

-The highest mountain in Colombia is Pico 
Cristobal Colon at 5,800 metres. 

-There are more than 30 volcanoes in 
Colombia, with Galeras (4,276m) the highest 
active volcano. 

-The highest waterfalls are La Chorrera (590m). 

-The UK is in Europe, in the northern hemisphere, 
whilst Colombia is in South America and lies over 
the Equator. 

-The UK has a temperate climate, whereas the 
climate in Colombia is tropical – the 
temperature does not differ much over the 
months of the year. 

-Colombia is much larger than the UK – 1.14 
million sq. km compared to 243,610sq km. 

-However, more people live in the UK, 66 million 
compared to 51 million in Colombia. 

-Bogota has a similar population to London: 8.2 
million people compared to 8.4 million. 

-Colombia is situated on its continent, whereas 
the United Kingdom is an island country. 

-Colombia has tropical rainforest, the UK doesn’t. 


